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Nader: Crusader, Spoiler, Icon By Justin Martin. The developed innovation, nowadays support every
little thing the human needs. It includes the daily activities, tasks, office, enjoyment, and also much more.
One of them is the terrific website connection as well as computer system. This problem will certainly
reduce you to assist one of your hobbies, checking out practice. So, do you have willing to read this book
Nader: Crusader, Spoiler, Icon By Justin Martin now?

Amazon.com Review
Rolling Stone magazine approvingly called him "the most dangerous man in America." Owners of GM stock
had less favorable epithets for him after his Corvair exposé. So did many voters, convinced that Al Gore lost
only because of Ralph Nader's disruptive presence on the ballot.

Nader, Justin Martin writes in this meticulous biography, has "always taken everything to the extreme."
Famed as the founder of the Nixon-era consumer-advocacy group Nader's Raiders, Nader has reveled in his
gadfly role and has not been shy of using the courtroom to press his points, from auto safety to electoral
reform. Inflexible, fiercely private, and single-minded, Nader seems not to care about being liked--which has
lost him many potential allies among his natural constituency, Martin suggests. But he also gets things done,
as even his detractors acknowledge.

Martin's book reveals Ralph Nader's many sides, admirable and otherwise. It makes thought-provoking
reading for contrarians, would-be crusaders, and students of contemporary politics, no matter how they view
Nader's role therein. --Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
After the success of his Alan Greenspan biography, Martin tackles another subject with tremendous
influence on American economics and politics and a largely unknown private life, but this attempt to find the
man behind the public figure meets with limited success. This life of the 68-year-old Ralph Nader lingers
over his already well-known public advocacy successes, like the fight for auto safety, then quickly skims
over the period from 1975 to 2000, eager to get to the behind-the-scenes story of his controversial
presidential campaign. The three chapters on the race provide solid chronology, but the larger questions
remain open to speculation. Forced to address whether Nader cost Gore the election, the author merely
ventures that "the answer lies somewhere near the intersection of political perceptions and first-grade math."
He does show, however, how Nader's tenacious, unapologetic campaigning style was likely shaped by his
childhood experience attending town meetings in Winsted, Conn., where his immigrant father was famously
reluctant to let go of a debate. Martin has interviewed Nader and found plenty of people willing to talk about
him, including former Princeton classmates and several "Nader's Raiders" from the 1970s, but never quite
pierces the veil of mystery with which his subject has surrounded himself. What the story lacks in personal
detail, however, it makes up in historical perspective, clarifying Nader's status as one of the most influential
Americans of the 20th century.



Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Incredibly, there has been no biography of Ralph Nader for over 25 years. Journalist Martin, author of the
well-received Greenspan: The Man Behind the Money, here addresses the life of the longtime adversary of
corporate power and recent presidential candidate. Based upon hundreds of interviews with associates,
family, and Nader himself, the book will reward readers with immediacy, vitality, wit, and an evenhanded
portrait of a subject, churlish and heroic at once, who in the course of "a gigantic life" has fashioned an
immeasurable legacy in business, law, society, and politics. Chapters on Nader's boyhood in Winsted, CT,
show how his family and the town in which they settled have been constant influences. Nader's "golden age,"
from 1966 to 1976, was followed by many years of eclipse. But there is "something immutable" in Nader,
who reemerged as a political force, as witnessed in 2000 by "Gush and Bore." Since Nader is still going
strong, this book will by no means be the last word. But it is a good piece of work, highly recommended to
all libraries. Robert F. Nardini, Chichester, NH
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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As a public figure, Ralph Nader is virtually without parallel, playing a lead role on the national stage for
nearly four decades. Since the time he rattled the automotive industry with Unsafe at Any Speed, Nader has
played David to a series of formidable Goliaths-General Motors, Microsoft, the pharmaceutical and auto
insurance industries-until 2000 when he took on both major party political candidates. In this last campaign
he managed to skew the election while endangering the very causes he had spent his life espousing. The
mystery and controversy surrounding him will draw readers to this revealing portrait.
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had less favorable epithets for him after his Corvair exposé. So did many voters, convinced that Al Gore lost
only because of Ralph Nader's disruptive presence on the ballot.

Nader, Justin Martin writes in this meticulous biography, has "always taken everything to the extreme."
Famed as the founder of the Nixon-era consumer-advocacy group Nader's Raiders, Nader has reveled in his
gadfly role and has not been shy of using the courtroom to press his points, from auto safety to electoral
reform. Inflexible, fiercely private, and single-minded, Nader seems not to care about being liked--which has
lost him many potential allies among his natural constituency, Martin suggests. But he also gets things done,
as even his detractors acknowledge.

Martin's book reveals Ralph Nader's many sides, admirable and otherwise. It makes thought-provoking
reading for contrarians, would-be crusaders, and students of contemporary politics, no matter how they view
Nader's role therein. --Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
After the success of his Alan Greenspan biography, Martin tackles another subject with tremendous
influence on American economics and politics and a largely unknown private life, but this attempt to find the
man behind the public figure meets with limited success. This life of the 68-year-old Ralph Nader lingers



over his already well-known public advocacy successes, like the fight for auto safety, then quickly skims
over the period from 1975 to 2000, eager to get to the behind-the-scenes story of his controversial
presidential campaign. The three chapters on the race provide solid chronology, but the larger questions
remain open to speculation. Forced to address whether Nader cost Gore the election, the author merely
ventures that "the answer lies somewhere near the intersection of political perceptions and first-grade math."
He does show, however, how Nader's tenacious, unapologetic campaigning style was likely shaped by his
childhood experience attending town meetings in Winsted, Conn., where his immigrant father was famously
reluctant to let go of a debate. Martin has interviewed Nader and found plenty of people willing to talk about
him, including former Princeton classmates and several "Nader's Raiders" from the 1970s, but never quite
pierces the veil of mystery with which his subject has surrounded himself. What the story lacks in personal
detail, however, it makes up in historical perspective, clarifying Nader's status as one of the most influential
Americans of the 20th century.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Incredibly, there has been no biography of Ralph Nader for over 25 years. Journalist Martin, author of the
well-received Greenspan: The Man Behind the Money, here addresses the life of the longtime adversary of
corporate power and recent presidential candidate. Based upon hundreds of interviews with associates,
family, and Nader himself, the book will reward readers with immediacy, vitality, wit, and an evenhanded
portrait of a subject, churlish and heroic at once, who in the course of "a gigantic life" has fashioned an
immeasurable legacy in business, law, society, and politics. Chapters on Nader's boyhood in Winsted, CT,
show how his family and the town in which they settled have been constant influences. Nader's "golden age,"
from 1966 to 1976, was followed by many years of eclipse. But there is "something immutable" in Nader,
who reemerged as a political force, as witnessed in 2000 by "Gush and Bore." Since Nader is still going
strong, this book will by no means be the last word. But it is a good piece of work, highly recommended to
all libraries. Robert F. Nardini, Chichester, NH
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Most helpful customer reviews

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
An incredible life story that was poorly written...
By mikephd80
Nader has an incredible life story that would probably make for an excellent movie or biography. However,
this book does a lackluster job spinning Nader's story into an engaging narrative. Most of the chapters follow
the same boring pattern: Nader identified issue X, Nader decided to start a nonprofit to combat issue X,
Nader tapped John Doe to lead the nonprofit, and the nonprofit did or did not succeed in getting a law
passed. It became repetitious and dull very quickly, and the best parts occurred when the author deviated
from this formula and mentioned more specific details. For example, at one point Nader was incredibly close
to getting a bill passed to create a Consumer Protection Agency, yet he inexplicably began criticizing the
Congressman who had championed the bill by saying he had gutted it. This led to a permanent rift and did
damage to Nader's cause, and it had me scratching my head as to what Nader was thinking. Was Nader right
in that the bill had been effectively gutted? Or was Nader upset for other reasons? I don't know, because the
author doesn't tell us. This is the kind of detail I'm looking for in a book like this-- if I wanted to simply read
a laundry-list of organizations started by Nader, I could simply look him up in an encyclopedia.

Even so, Nader's life has been so full of activity that I felt compelled to finish the book despite the fact that
the author's style quite frequently put me to sleep. Oftentimes I fell asleep with the book in my lap and
wondered why I was wasting my life reading it, until I remembered that Nader had accomplished more in his
lifetime than pretty much anyone I have ever met. Didn't this guy ever get tired? Even when he launched



initiatives that failed, such as his attempt to "raid" Congress by hiring a bunch of undergrads to do slipshod
research over the summer on Congress members who were up for election, he picked himself right back up
and continued chugging along. The book skips over most of his activities in the late 1980's and early 1990's,
although I have to believe he wasn't simply sitting on his hands. One clear takeaway is that Nader has no
"life" in the traditional sense-- he has no interest in hobbies or personal relationships, instead pouring himself
completing into his work. It is admirable in a sense, to see someone so dedicated to making a difference, yet
on the other hand it is a bad saddening to envision him sitting alone on Thanksgiving reading some
Congressional report.

One of the best descriptions in the book comes from a man who called Nader a modern-day "Jeremiah." Like
a biblical prophet, Nader finds something that bothers him and then goes sounding the alarm as he scolds the
person or organization in question for their bad behavior. In a sense, the rest of us are very fortunate to have
the Ralph Nader's of this world to keep corporations and other groups in check. For the most part, his cause
is incredibly just and I am glad he has waged these battles. However, the book shows a meaner, nastier side
of Nader that gets caught up in personal slights and does things that subvert the cause he is supposedly trying
to uphold. Nader had a huge opportunity to do good when Carter was in office with lots of ex-Naderites
appointed to offices in the administration, but Nader was upset that Carter didn't consult with him enough so
he decided to start complaining like a child who didn't get his way. He ruined a large number of relationships
which diminished his effectiveness later, but apparently he didn't learn his lesson as he did the same thing
when Clinton was in office. Al Gore didn't return Nader's phone calls, so Nader declares war on Gore and
decides to teach him a lesson. Sure, a lot of Nader's criticisms of Gore were valid, but was that the real
reason Nader decided to run? If Gore had been smart enough to pay lip service to Nader, giving him
recognition and facetime, Nader probably would have went and found some other ax to grind. But Gore
failed to realize just how vengeful and vindictive Nader could be, and so we ended up with 8 years of George
W. Bush.

Also, the author never manages to shed any light on why Nader chose to avoid issues such as gay rights,
women's rights, civil rights, etc. Why the incessant focus on consumer advocacy, even when he became a
presidential candidate? It caused me to lose a little respect for Nader when he essentially engaged in fence-
sitting on some of the most important issues of the past fifty years.

Regardless of Nader's personal faults, I have come away from this book with the belief that Nader is an
American hero, albeit a flawed one. We'll probably never know exactly what drove him to live his life the
way he did, but a large number of people are unquestionably better off as a result.

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful.
Unbiased portrait of a true American iconoclast
By Eddie Konczal
I'm admittedly biased towards Ralph Nader, having volunteered and voted for him during the 1996 and 2000
presidential elections. That being said, I found this book to be remarkably balanced. It's neither a
hagiography nor a hatchet job, but rather gives equal weight to Nader's achievements and shortcomings.
Martin writes extremely well, with a brisk pace: by page 30 Nader has finished law school, and by page 45
he's written "Unsafe at Any Speed" and is ready to take on GM! Despite the quick pacing, Martin doesn't
gloss over Nader's early years: he presents the reader with all the necessary information on Nader's
upbringing and influences, relying on well-chosen anecdotes rather than tedious genealogies.
The section on Nader's crusade against GM practically reads like a spy thriller. Fans of Nader will thrill
during his "peak period" of 1969-1976, when it seemed he could do no wrong. But those same fans will
scratch their head later on, when Nader inexplicably sabotages some of his own initiatives through a refusal
to compromise with Congress.



Martin quickens the pace of the book yet again when detailing Nader's quixotic presidential runs. He
describes the alienation Nader felt after being rebuffed by the Clinton/Gore administration - a feeling than no
doubt sparked his candidacy and defused any feelings of remorse at possibly costing Gore the 2000 election.
The irony of Nader's career is that he achieved the most when Republicans were in power, because he
expected little of their administrations and focused on galvanizing grassroots efforts to achieve reform.
This is an excellent biography, a revealing portrait of a man who has devoted his life to consumer advocacy
and making America a safer place to live.

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful.
Ralph Nader Makes a Little More Sense Now
By A Customer
I read this book because I admire Nader and I wanted to find out more about him. Nader: Crusader, Spoiler
Icon is a very detailed and well-written book. It doesn't waste too much time on his childhood but instead
dives into the interesting stuff: the work Nader tirelessly did to make the country better.
I was hoping for some more info on Nader's private life, but apparently he never really had one. When you
work 18-20 hours a day, 7 days a week there isn't much time for leisure. I enjoyed reading about his ascent to
power and (being 22) I never realized how much power he had when he was in his prime. This book is quite
balanced: it covers his successes as well his wacky failures. Example: Fight to Advance the Nation's Sports,
a silly campaign against bad food and high ticket prices at sports games. We learn about Nader's extreme
myopia, fighting hard to get something done and mercilessly lambasting anyone who gets in his way, even
former allies. Apparently Nader developed a bad habit of alienating people when he needed them the most.
In the end, despite learning of Nader's many blunders, I came away respecting the guy more than I did
before. He is certainly one of the most important people of the twentieth century. Never have I come across a
figure in history who so throroughly rejects the pleasures of life in favor of a constant devotion to the cause.
Nader is, apparently, something of a secular saint. If you want to get the inside scoop on the battles Nader
fought, I recommend this book.

See all 14 customer reviews...
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